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DALE FARM HOUSING ASSOCIATION 

Secretary 
Grattan Puxon 
1 John 1 larper Street 

Colchester COI IRP 


Brian Cox 
South West Law 
Bristol 

25 July 2008 
Dear Brian, 

As you may know^-and ^December have now been set as the dates for 
the hearing in the Court of Appeal, when Basildon District Council will attempt 
to overturn the favourable hearing Dale Farm won in the High Court in May 
this year. 

We agree with you that, before this date, it would be advantageous to submit just 
two or three new planning applications, or planning appeals, in respect of 
plots/yards where here are very special needs (this could include a yard which 
has changed hands and has new residents since the last public inquiry). 

This would be a way of testing the waters following Judge Collins' remarks 
in the High Court and the favourable result in the Court of Appeal regarding 
Green Beit occupation by Travellers. 

Here are some of the pending matters in my files, including those involving 
Janine Sargoni and Sarah Green (please discuss with them where necessary): 

1. Re: Mrs Nora Sheridan (mother of Jim Sheridan) 

You wrote to me back on 15 April that you were considering writing the BDC 
asking "exactly what they intended to do" with such vulnerable people. 

Nora (and Jim) have so far failed to produce her NI number for the Legal 
Help form, though I have asked many times. Is this stopping you going 
ahead with her case? Jim is keen on fresh planning appeal being made. 

Her NHS number is 4998495445 and Passport number PB7125472 

2. Nora Laura Sheridan, Swallow Drive 

Janine recently asked her to call. I do not know what action Janine has in mind. 

3. Margaret McCarthy, 13 Camilla Drive 

Sarah Green was preparing an appeal in her case (see letter enclosed). 

4. Margaret Gammell, 14 Camilla Drive 

She is keen for an appeal or fresh planning application to be made for her yard 
And I think qualifies as a special needs case. 

She has been living in this yard for four years, suffers from diabetes and is 
awaiting an operation for e hearing defect. She takes a blood thinning medication 
and prescription anti-depression tablets, attending Wickford Primary Health Care 
Clinic. 
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Require planning consent for mobile-home and two caravans 
10. Issue of Homeless Applications 

Janine Sargoni said while on a visit to Dale Farm on 3 April 2007 
that if BDC refused homeless applications she would undertake 
to apply for a Judicial review. 

Accordingly, a Joint Homeless Application was made by Kathleen (Pearl) 
McCarthy (vice chair of the DFHA). This was rejected by BDC. 

I have a file of papers on this issue and have consulted Shelter. 

Please let us know if Janine intends to follow this up. 

If a Judicial review was allowed, it is possible the Children's Legal Centre 
at Essex University would join in as an interested party. They are 
holding a Drop-In at Saint Christopher's Community Centre, Dale Farm, 
on 29 July. 


SEARCH FOR ALTERNATIVE SITES 


A special General Meeting of the DFHA was held on 15 July at the Saint 
Christopher Centre, Camilla Drive, Dale Farm. I was Instructed at that meeting to 
forward you information concerning our search for an alternative site. 

1) DFHA has withdrawn its appeal to develop a caravan park on Terminus Drive, 
Pitsea, due to the strong opposition of Basildon District Council, which has 
solicited 480 letters against our plan from residents. Serious technical difficulties 
were raised by the council. 

2) Richard Sheridan, chair of the DFHA, has contacted a number of estate agents 
and is receiving reports from them concerning properties for sale. 

3) Mr Sheridan was recently informed (see attached) of land for sale 

at Grays Hill. He inspected this site, comprising 8.11 acres within a mile of Dale 
Farm. However planning consent would be difficult of not impossible to obtain. 
The property has since been sold. 

4) In mid July I called Chelmsford Borough Council concerning four plots for sale 
at Meadow Lane, Wickford. I spoke to Peter Masson, Project manager, who told 
me that the occupied plots, or yards, at Meadow were all owned by English 
Travellers and that this was an English Travellers' site. Nevertheless, Mr Sheridan 
arranged for an inspection of the properties and had a discussion with Mr 
Masson. Both agreed that the plots were unsuitable for Irish Travellers, as mixing 
does not always work out. Also, as Mr Masson told on the phone, the four yards 
had been badly vandalized. Despite these objections, Mr Sheridan reported to me 
afterwards that he offered to put in a bid of 20,000 pounds for one of the yards. 

The desire was expressed at the meeting that in the event of a move 
the Dale Farm community stay together, one reason being that the many older 
members are getting a great deal of much needed support both from each other 
and the younger generation. 

The search for a suitable alternative site continues. 


Best wishes 
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Margaret is on benefits and intends to apply for a disability allowance. 

Her daughter Mary (16) is her carer. She has another daughter Margaret (17), 
and adult daughter Bridget, who is a single mother with baby Dan, living an the 
adjoining yard. 

She requires planning permission for one mobile-home and one caravan. 

5. Nora Slattery, 13 Swallow Court 

She suffers from high blood pressure, heart condition, a worsening spine problem 
which means she has to walk with a stick, and stomach problem. Attends Basildon 
General Hospital. 

She shares her yard with William Gore, a pensioner, and his daughter 
Nora Gore, who is a diabetic and expecting her first baby in August. 

The require planning permission for one chalet and one caravan. 

6. Catherine Flynn, 14 Swallow Court 

She is a pensioner, attending Basildon General Hospital for high blood pressure. 

Also residing in the yard is her daughter Brida who has four children, 

Nora (10) known as Selina, Margaret (9) known as Valen, both attending 
Crays Hill Primary School, and two children under school age. 

Requires planning permission for one mobile-home and one caravan. 

7. Katherine O'Brien, 30 Beauty Drive 

She has two daughter (see previous notes) with severe hearing 
Problems, who were placed in a special school. 

8. John Flynn, Beauty Drive (see my letter of 2 July 2008) 

He and his wife are elderly and in ill health. 

9. Mary (Michelle) Flynn, 23 Beauty Drive (NOT in the last appeals) 
and considered a special needs case (visited by Janine Sargoni, 
legal aid forms filled in). 

Janine said on 3 April 2007 that she would seek counsel's 
Opinion supporting the view that special needs clients should 
Be allowed to submit and get heard fresh planning applications on 
Basis of "changed circumstances" - which if refused could go to 
Planning appeal. 

Please let us know where this matter no stands. 

Son John (8) has hearing loss and attends special school. 

Patrick (3) hearing impairment. 

Suffering evictions by Constant & Co before coming to Dale Farm 
in December 2002. 


